July 21st,   2009
Chapter A, Seattle

The cAPErs

I can think of a hundred captions for this one….what is your favorite ?
*Send me your favorite MC photo and I will feature it in one of the future weeks cAPErs.      
Plenty of action the past couple of weeks..bad time for my laptop to get cranky.  Still having some difficulties so this may be a short one.

LAST 2 WEEKs AT A GLANCE

The social 2 weeks ago was held at Gators…just south about a couple of miles from RMC.  A record crowd in attendance this evening  they had to add a bunch of tables and chairs to accommodate the hungry APE bunch.  Burgers, pasta, salads, soups…a really nice menu, great food, ample servings and a speedy and friendly server.  This may warrant a return trip.  I forgot the 50/50 winner..Gary Beard I think..of over $40.
Rock and Roll MYSTERY RIDE 2009 is in the can.  We are not sure if the weather helped us or hurt us on this day.  Attendance was down from 2007  but fortunately the bounty was about the same.  Still putting the final #’s on the P&L but for sure it was a very nice success.  The route went off without a hitch and received numerous compliments.  It took a little longer to run than we had expected but all starters finished safely and in time for gourmet brats with all the fixens at Gerbings World headquarters in Tumwater.  The day was sweltering hot!  It was a good thing that Gerbings and other APEs brought their easy-ups or it might have been unbearable.  With the afternoon sun bouncing off the blacktop, it must have been 90f in the parking lot but it didn’t stop the fun, excitement and rock and roll atmosphere mustered up by a VAST MAJORITY of APE volunteers and duty doers.  I really have to pass along a huge thank you to everyone who was there early setting up an getting us off to a great start at RMC…then they packed us up an moved the party south, set up and helped the entire day.  They helped with parking, greeting, 50/50, auction tables, raffle tables, and generally kept the hot party going throughout the afternoon.  Everyone that helped set up also stayed late to pack up and clean up at the end of the day.. Thanks so much for making our big day a success.  It could not have been done without your collective assistance.  I will be publishing a full pictorial account at a later date…now we are off and planning our 2010 Mystery Campout…date to be announced and the location this year will be at…. lsp900d$$///http.  (darned computer),
The social on last Wednesday was held at XXX in Issaquah.  We had hoped that this once popular venue would bring a huge following of APEs..but unfortunately it has not been the case.  An examination of all the past socials at XXX showed each to be among the smallest gatherings of the year.  In our discussion at XXX, we also received several non-flattering comments regarding the quality of the food and especially the pricing.  As in my prior e-mail, I have decided to take the XXX off the social list and bring the choice back to the APEs.  You have all received your assigned date..this will be your decision as to the Social location…all I ask is that you keep it centrally located, your contact the venue to ensure they know we are coming and that I get a couple of weeks prior notice so that I can  pass the address along.  Have fun with this.. It is my intent to get most everyone involved with this fun weekly event.  If you have any questions, let me know.

Last weekend was our District Rally in Lynden.  Opening ceremonies seemed a little quiet but by the end of the rally, the Expo center was packed to the walls.  A few APEs made early journeys, the Grubbs,  Greers, Hooters and others to pitch our camp location.  Some followed on Friday and yet others joined us on Saturday.  Again, the weather was fantastic..on the hot side but very very nice riding weather and great for taking in the city activities.  Tim led a group on Friday on the “dock of the bay” tour, where we passed through numerous tranquil bays and were able to knock off 4 of our county seat locations.  A full day of riding almost 200mi.  Others went East to Artist Point and found cooler weather and awesome scenery.  On Saturday, Tim, also calling the turns went down Chuckanut and across some really nice farmland, then running the US border westbound..a well planned ride of about 190mi.  All and all a full weekend of riding for some and a relaxing weekend walking the town and enjoying the socializing for others.  
We had truly expected to scoop the safe mileage award this year but chapter I was heck bent on cleaning up most of the awards.  Largest chapter, most miles, and a few others.  The highlight to the evening was De Blangy winning the quilt that Penny had handcrafted…De knew how much Stephanie had wanted to win the coveted prize, so she promptly re-awarded it to Steph.  Steph had been able to enjoy the prize for just short time because she and De both presented the quilt to Peggy Lopez for her contribution to the WA GWRRA.  Nice people doing nice things.

We all broke camp on Sunday morning with nice memories of the 2009 District Rally in our minds and cameras.

A few were hanging back to do the Montana Migration on Monday..Tim and Angela and Hooters took off for the 39 ounty seat ride at daybreak.  Be sure to tune in to Tims Blog about the trip on an earlier e-mail.
FUTURE HAPPENINGS
August 1st is the Harvest Run in Bremerton 

August 1st possible N Cascades Loop ????

August 5th is the XXX

August 8th Chapter O, Picnic in the Park (free registration to give away)

Finally, if anyone at any time is unclear about the activities, events, meetings, parties, gatherings…the times, locations, dates, details…simply just e-mail me and I will gladly clarify for you.
One last thing.  If you have not checked out our new website…please do so.  Construction is still happening, but it is looking great.  If you have any comments, suggestions regarding the website…please contact Sam Grubbs and he will get the word to Sue our construction foreman…contact Sam directly please.
DO YOUR TCLOCS BEFORE EVERY RIDE
Stay COOL !  Keep water bottles on your bike..drink water often not Gatorade.  This time of year is a great time to take early evening rides through the countryside..you MUST keep your eyes sweeping the roadsides for wildlife..especially around creeks, rivers and lakes.  Lower your speed, relax and have an enjoyable SAFE ride.                                Check your tires before every ride please !!
Roll On!

Jeff and Yvonne
Proud of your Wing? ….send me a photo by return e-mail please.






