DECEMBER 23rd, 2009
Chapter A, Seattle

                                            (my final)The cAPErs

It is with much sadness that I report a death of a family member of one of our APE family.  The father of Doug Babcock died suddenly a week ago.  A retired police officer, he lived a long 80 years.  Please keep Doug and Roxanne in your thoughts and prayers during this most difficult of times.

**

Get out your RED, Chapter A Ride Cards and update the events that you were able to participate in….the end of the year is quickly approaching and the tallying will begin after you turn them in on…                                         Jan 1 at the New Years Day Ride.  Meet in front of the Theatres just south of RMC and the HD shop at 10:00am for the short ride…the 1st ride of the new 2010 riding season.  Have them completed to turn in to the Ride Czar Bowman..
DECEMBER  09
Chapter A, Seattle

APE Night Before Christmas

T’was  three days before Christmas and all thru the city

the rain had turned white and the roads were real… bad.

The Gerbings were hung in the closet so dark

as snow drifted high where my Wing I once parked.

My steed she was stowed in the cold dark garage

while visions of dry roads were but a mirage.

And me and my rider all warm in our jammies

were watching TV eating two ice cream sammies.

When up on the roof I heard quite a thud

I ran out thru the drifts and yelled “hey-what’s up bud?”

This gleeful old man with white on his head

real plump and quite jolly and all dressed in red,

yelled down to me loudly, “boy.. here is the thing”

“I come bearing gifts for an APE with a Wing”

The crazy old hoot,  began listing things

he heard were the wishes of riders on Wings.

“I’ve got Garmins and goggles and gauntlets on glove,

LED’s, filters, and chrome these folks love”.

“tunes via satellite and comfy back rests”, 

mesh for the hot days, evaporative vests”.

“Flashers and gel pads and leathers and lights,

Bluetooth and emblems to sound and look right”.

Hey dude drop it here!   I know just the crew, 

A family of APEs , I said, all dressed like you.
They’ve been really good,  they’ve driven so nice

When I bark   ”50/50!”   I rarely bark twice.

They all love their ice cream, for them it’s first rate

for a hand dipped ice cream cone they’ll cruise cross the state.

Said the jolly old dude all geared up in red 

(who now has 4 inches of snow on his head),

“it sounds like your firm and it’s really no hunch

that you really are genuinely fond of this bunch”.

Right then the old gent quickly passed to the APEs,

all the goodies to use on our weekly escapes.

As he rolled on his throttle, cross the back of his cape

was a big bright red A and a black Happy APE.

He keyed up his mic,  as his Wing took its stride,

Happy Christmas dear APEs   and to all a safe ride.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Jeff Harvey CD Chapter A 2008-20009

Last weeks happenings:

Last weeks social was held at the OCB..our Gathering haunt.  There was a smaller crowd, probably due to the inclement weather and the horrible traffic.  Dinner selections were everything from very fresh salad fixins to pasta, asian food, chicken, meatloaf, carved ham roast and about everything else you could balance on your plate.  Thanks to those that  braved the elements and crazy drivers.

Kenny took a group, picked up Jonesy, Tug and headed southward to the keen roads surrounding Hwy 12.  The weather up here was not very nice but Ken reports that the only rain they encountered was a bit on the way home.  Adding up those miles for better chances of awards in the January meeting…good idea guys.

FUTURE HAPPENINGS

Dec 23rd Will be at IKEAs ..your favorite meatball outlet.
*December Gathering of the APEs on Dec 26th is 1 day after Christmas. There will NOT be a formal meeting, but there will be a gathering as usual .

Dec 30 Social will be at Famous Dave’s at South Center. FREE bibs provided by the restaurant
January 23rd will be the first Gathering of the APEs at the OCB on Kent’s East Hill.  PLAN TO BE THERE!!!! This gathering will be the 2009 Ride Card Award Ceremony…coordinated by Ride Czar T. Bowman and hosted by CD Sam
Mark you Calendars for Chapter I’s Casino Night coming soon the end of January.  Get out your blue suede shoes, your leather biker jacket, your Poodle skirt, band your pony and grease your ducktail..this shindig is going to be the cats meow..I mean cool daddio.  For all those that helped at the Mystery Ride this year…you already have the duds. Come join us for a major opportunity to get goodies for the Chapter or for yourself.  See the attached flyer and mark your calendars.

Keep August 2010 open for the Mystery Campout…August this year !!
As we will be with family from tonite thru the end of the year, we submit:

December 29, 2009

To our APE family.


Well, here it is, almost 2010 as Yvonne and I are finishing our tenure as Chapter Directors to the best Chapter in the Region.  Our history with Chapter A is brief in comparison to some of you more “vintage” APEs.  We decided to call “A” our home chapter only 2 months after purchasing our Wing and decided to take the title roll as Chapter Directors only a few short months after that.  Our learning curve has been more or a “hairpin corner” as opposed to a nice gradual sweeping curve but we have no regrets on getting into the fast-track of a leadership role.  We appreciate tremendous assistance given by three individuals in particular Tim Bowman and Tom Chilquist and Ken Urban.  Because of their guidance, support, and involvement,  our jobs were made less stressful and more enjoyable.  They are three  solid cornerstones that holds this Chapter on sturdy and level ground.  Please appreciate them for their contribution to the Chapter, for most of what they do goes largely un-noticed and without regard to recognition for their efforts.


The other cornerstone of support is shouldered equally among the many APEs that continue to attend the socials, wake up early for the monthly Gatherings, and are eager to volunteer their time, talents and help at our major functions and seasonal events throughout the year.  Yvonne and I certainly have come to recognize that the strength of the Chapter does not lie only with the Chapter Director or even its Officers or Staff…it lies with each individual participant and their commitment to work together towards a common goal, and with their ability to lay aside their personal agendas or preferences in favor of accomplishing the common good of the entire chapter as a synergistic unit  

Our sincere thanks also go to the Officers and Staff, ACDs, Greeters, Ride Coordinators, Ambassadors, Chapter Stores, Ride Czars, Mystery Ride contributors, Ride Captains and Sunshine Lady for your contributions and efforts.  Rest assured that your entire Chapter recognizes the level of contribution each of these individuals has made for the benefit of the group.  We have seen the demise of far too many chapters in recent years, the root of their fall comes from complacency of the participants within the chapter to get involved with its success.  Your weekly and monthly involvement in this Chapter is the lifeblood of its existence…again, demonstrating the importance of  the phrase…“united we stand..divided we fall”.


In closing….52 cAPErs later….24 Monthly Gathering of the APEs and we step down from our post and leave it in the most capable hands of the new leadership.  Yvonne and I wish you the happiest of holidays and we are looking forward to great riding year ahead in 2010 and beyond

One final time.

ROLL ON!

Jeff and Yvonne Harvey

Former Chapter Directors 2008 &2009

Chapter A-  Seattle - The APEs






